Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 02429 281237Z 
44 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-04 USIE-00 AID-20 SIL-01 LAB-06 

INR-10 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 EB-11 COME-OO SSO-OO DRC-01 

RSC-01 INRE-00 /067W 

089884 

O 281220Z SEP 73 

FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 71 

CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 2429 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SCUL, CE 

SUB J : IV PROGRAM: FREE TRADE UNIONS IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD 
REF COLOMBO 2171; STATE 183505 

1. AFTER MORE THAN FIVE WEEKS OF CONSTANT EMBASSY PRODDING, 
MDFA THIS AFTERNOON, 28 SEPT, CONVEYED ITS APPROVAL OF 
PROPOSED GRANT TO S. THONDAMAN, PRESIDENT OF CEYLON 
WORKERS CONGRESS, TO PARTICIPATE IN AFL-CIO PROGRAM. 

2. UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, THONDAMAN IS UNABLE TO ATTEND 
BECAUSE OF IMMINENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH GSL ON MONTHLY WAGE 
FOR ESTATE WORKERS. HE LEAVES SEPT 30 FOR TOKYO LABOR MEET- 
ING BUT FEELS IT IS VITAL FOR HIM TO BE BACK IN COLOMBO ON 
OCT 10. 

3. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT HARRY SANDERASEKERA, CWC 
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER AND MEMBER OF CWC CENTRAL COMM- 
ITTEE, BE INVITED INSTEAD. SANDERASEKERA IS NOW TRAVELING 
IN EUROPE UNDER ICFTUL AUSPICES AND WOULD BE AVAILABLE. 
THONDAMAN CONCURS. 

4. FORMAL NOMINATION FOR PARTIAL IVP GRANT BEING TRANS- 
MITTED SEPTEL. 
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